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  EU ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES DIRECTIVE
Mrs Hewitt has announced today that the attached discussion document has been issued reporting on the outcome of the formal consultation on this Directive which was held from March to June 2001.  This follows on from a commitment made by Mr Alexander in July 2001 that we should seek further views on the implementation of Article 8 of the Directive relating to the specific data protection requirements to be imposed on certification service providers.

I know that the short timescale in which we are seeking views on these draft regulations will not be welcome.  I have to point out that we accepted that, in the light of the comments on the consultation, the safer option would be to implement late after further consideration of Article 8.  That delay was compounded by the reconsideration of policy on the requirements of writing which – as indicated in the paper – has added to the arguments put forward during the consultation on the implementation of Article 5.1(a).  We are now under pressure to implement the Directive as quickly as possible and I hope you will not think it unreasonable that we should seek to finalise the public input on the one outstanding point in a short time frame.  I and my team stand ready to assist in whatever way we can to facilitate a short but valuable round of discussion on these draft regulations.

Yours sincerely

Geoff Smith

Head of Information Security Policy Group

Internet: Geoff.Smith@dti.gsi.gov.uk
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